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Articles Published in Classical Singer Magazine (partial list)

1. Ugliness in the House of Beauty
December  2017 (blog)

2. Shoperatic: Divas Who Hustle
 November 2017

3. Ask Erda: Program Problems and How to Handle Them
January 2017
4. Following His Heart: Michael Chioldi
December 2016

5. Becoming Blalock
October 2016
6. Ask Erda: When They Say You Aren’t and You Can’t and You Should
January 2016

7. Ask Erda: Shark-proofing for Singers
December 2015

8. Ask Erda: From Student to Pro: Five Ways to Make a Successful Transition
November 2015

9. Ask Erda: Protection for Independent Singers
September 2015

10. Ask Erda: If Sports Were Reported Like Opera
May 2015
11. Ask Erda: Why You Shouldn’t Sing for Your Supper
April 2015

12. Us vs. Them Part II: Proposals for Improving the Audition Process
February 2015

13. Us vs. Them Part I: The Petition and the Problem
January 2015

14. Ask Erda: Parrying the Poison Pen
December 2014

15. Ask Erda: How to Reboot Your Singing Career
November 2014
16. Ask Erda: Gather Ye Rosebuds While Ye May
October 2014

17. Ask Erda: Ten Things You Need to Know Before You Graduate
September 2014

18. Bienvenidos a San Antonio! 
May 2014


19. Ask Erda: A Roadmap for Your Career: Part II: Finding the Right Opportunities
May 2014

20. Ask Erda: A Roadmap for Your Career: Part I: Seeking and Preparing for Opportunity
April 2014

21. Ask Erda: The Worship of Mediocrity
February 2014
22. Ask Erda: Are Voice Students Lazy? 
January 2014

23. Ask Erda: Crowdsourcing Etiquette
September 2013

24. Ask Erda: Careers for Performers
July 2013

25. Ask Erda: The Day Job  Dilemma
May 2013

26. Ask Erda: How Not to Be a Singer Behaving Badly 
February 2013

27. Ask Erda: Singers Behaving Badly
January 2013

28. Ask Erda: Becoming Carmen
December 2012

29. Ask Erda: Should I Take That Audition? 
November 2012

30. Maestro Joseph Mechavich: How a Chain of Connections Builds a Career
November 2012

31. Ask Erda: Why You Might Want to Rethink Your Career Choice
July 2012
32. Ask Erda: Progress vs. Preparedness
May 2012

33. Ask Erda: The Entrepreneurial Artist
March 2012
34. Ask Erda: A Guide to Homestays for Hosts
January 2012

35. Othalie Graham: The Ice Princess Who Melted
December 2011
36. Ask Erda: How To Make Your Homestay Heaven
November 2011
37. Ask Erda: Rehearsals 102
October 2011

38. Ask Erda: Rehearsals 101
September 2011
39. Ask Erda: Cavalier with Your Career
July 2011
40. Ask Erda: It’s Not Fair
March 2011

41. Ask Erda: The Selfish Singer
February 2011
42. Ask Erda: What Were They Thinking?
January 2011
43. Running For Her Life: Mezzo Robin Flynn
December 2010

44. Ask Erda: Rebuilding Career Fitness
December 2010

45. Ask Erda: Do I Have “It”?
November 2010

46. Ask Erda: Don’t Sell Yourself Short
April 2010

47. Ask Erda: A Valentine to Yourself
February 2010

48. Ask Erda: It Should Go Without Saying … On the Job
January 2010

49. Ask Erda: It Should Go Without Saying
December 2009

50. Ask Erda: Life After  Grad School
October 2009

51. Ask Erda: Traveling Right
September 2009

52. Ask Erda: Traveling Light
August 2009

53. Ask Erda: The Last Five Deadly Sins of Presentation and the Path to Redemption
June 2009

54. Ask Erda: The First Five Deadly Sins of Presentation
May 2009

55. Ask Erda: What Am I Worth?
February 2009

56. Ask Erda: The Year of Living Audaciously
January 2009

57. Ask Erda: The Price of Principles
December 2008

58. They Did It Themselves! Wrapping Up the DIY Summer  Program
October 2008

59. Ask Erda: How to Make a Good Impression (Part I: The Beginning)
September 2008

60. Three Months to a Better Singing Career (Part III)
July 2008

61. Three Months to a Better Singing Career (Part II)
June 2008

62. Three Months to a Better Singing Career (Part I)
May 2008

63. Ask Erda: How to Ask for a Favor
April 2008

64. Ask Erda: Teachers and Technology
February 2008

65. Stay Cheap --- Singer Cheap
January 2008

66. Ask Erda: The Top Twenty
December 2007

67. Flying Cheap --- Singer Cheap
November 2007

68. Darren Keith Woods Recommends: No More Letters!
October 2007

69. Ask Erda: How Do I Get Auditions
October 2007

70. On Kindness: Remembering Jerry Hadley
September 2007

71. Identifying Abuse in the Studio
September 2007

72. Il Matrimonio Segreto: The Teacher/Student Union (Part II)
September 2007

73. Il Matrimonio Segreto: The Teacher/Student Union (Part 1)
August 2007

74. Ask Erda: Anything but Opera!
July 2007

75. Ask Erda: Starting Late, Starting Strong
February 2007

76. Ask Erda: Ten Great Ways to Fundraise
May 2007

77. Ask Erda: Staying Connected
April 2007

78. Ask Erda: Choral Gigging and Fair Compensation
January 2007

79. Ask Erda: Filling in the Gaps
October 2006

80. Ask Erda: German Aria Gems
March 2006

81. Ask Erda: Do-It-Yourself Degrees and Singing While Sick
February 2006

82. Ask Erda: The  Importance of a Name
January 2006

83. Ask Erda: Work in Progress
April 2006

84. Ask Erda: Cover Letters and Copyright Law
December 2005

85. Ask Erda: I’m a Singer, Not an Administrator!
November 2005

86. Ask Erda: E-Mail Etiquette: Erda Gets Crotchety
October 2005

87. Ask Erda: Let Conscience, Good Sense, and Good Taste Be Your Guide
July 2005

88. Managing Rejection and Criticism
June 2005

89. Ask Erda: The School of Hard Knocks
February 2005

90. Ask Erda: Hunting the Elusive Manager
July 2004

91. Ask Erda: Get It In Writing
June 2004

92. It Ain’t Over ‘Til the Black Dress Sings
May 2004

93. Resume Basics
May 2004

94. Ask Erda: 
Can I Make a Living as a Church Singer?
April 2004


Should I Join AGMA?


95. Ask Erda: Finding a Good Teacher
Feb. 2004

96. Ask Erda: Leaps of Faith
Jan. 2004

97. Ask Erda: Handling That Age-Old Old Age Problem
Dec. 2003

98. Ask Erda: How to Write an Effective Bio
Oct. 2003

99. Changing the Face of Auditions – The 2003 NYIOP Auditions
Sept. 2003

100. Ask Erda: Singers or Suckers – Your Choice
Sept. 2003

101. Planning for Success: How to Go From Guppy to Shark 
May 2003

with Your Own Business Plan

102. Ask Erda: Schmooze or Lose
May 2002

103. Ask Erda: Too Many Fachs
Oct. 2002

104. Ask Erda: You  Are  Not the Boss of Me
Sept. 2002

105. Ask Erda: The Rules on Copywriting
July 2002

106. Ask Erda: Is Your Age Really the Problem?
June 2002

107. Ask Erda: Working with a Beginner’s Resume
April 2002 

108. Singers Saved by Uncle Sam: Unemployment Insurance Explained
March 2002

109. Ask Erda: Getting to the Next Level
Feb. 2002

110. Ask Erda: Times is Hard
Jan.  2002

111. Intense Opportunity: The Merola Opera Program
October 1999

112. The Best of Three Worlds : Susan Graham
September 1999

113. The Renaissance Singer – Study at a Liberal Arts School
September 1999

114. Keeping Close Tabs on Your Encounters: Contact Managers
May 1999

115. PDAs: Information PDQ
May 1999

116. Networking: First Contact
April 1999

117. Opera vs. Oratorio: What Singers Should Know
March 1999

118. Altered Faces: Singers and Depression
March 1999

119. Obituary: Edward Russell White, Sr.
March 1999

120. Study Aids for Singers, Part II
December 1998

121. Singing on the Edge of the Spotlight
November 1998

122. Study Aids for Singers, Part I
October 1998

123. I Can’t Tell My Mother Where I Live!
September 1998

124. Air Don’t Bleed: Interview with Dale Anthony Girard
July/August 1998

125. Concert Careers
April 1998

126. Seven Singers Reveal Their Teams for Career Success
March 1998

127. The Singer’s Anytime, Anywhere Workout
January 1998

128. Survey: Summer Vocal Training Programs (with CJ Williamson)
December 1997

Articles written as Lina C. Cotman:

129. Intense Opportunity: The Merola  Program
October 1999 

130. The Renaissance Singer: Study at a Liberal Arts School
September 1999

      100. The Best of Three Worlds: Susan Graham
September 1999

101. Organizers for the Information Age
May 1999

102. PDAS: Information PDQ
May 1999

103. Catching up with Kimberly Bentley
May 1999

104. First Contact
April 1999

105. Schmooze or Lose
April 1999

106. Altered Faces: Singers and Depression
March 1999

107. City by the Bay: San Francisco Opera Stage Audition
January 1999

108. Study Aids for Singers: MGP Role Study Tapes
December 1998

109. Singing on the Edge of the Spotlight
November 1998

110. Study Aids for Singers: Practice Perfect CDS
October 1998

111.I Can’t Tell My Mother Where I Live: New York Apartments
September 1998

112. Air Don’t Bleed: An Interview with Anthony Dale Girard
July 1998

113. Managers, Conductors, and Administrators Talk About Tapes
June 1998

114. Getting Your Career on Track
October 1997

115. Stop the World, I Want to Get Off! Michael Rosen on Canceling
July/August 1997

116. On Staying Well: Singers Share Their Secrets
July/August 1997

117. Creating Community
June 1997

118. Finding a Summer Training Program
May 1997

Articles published online

FAQ For Young Singers:
National Association of Teachers of Singing (www.nats.org)


The Business of Singing (www.thebusinessofsinging.com)

What should I put in a cover letter?
2000

What is missing from my education? 
2000

Do I have to be rich to be a singer? 
2000

What are my career options? 
2000

What are my chances at a career? 
2000

What is the business of singing really like? 
2000

I just graduated … can I compete? 
2000

What is it like to be a professional singer? 
2000

How do I figure out my voice type? 
2000

I’m too young for a Young Artist’s Program --- am I ready to sing something? 
2000

I’m not making it in the US --- should I go to Europe? 
2000

